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EXPLANATORY 



"T^HIS booklet's purpose is to help strangers 
^ visit the Ancient City of Albany easily, 
pleasantly and profitably. 

The tourist with but an hour at his command can 
get a good idea of Albany. If several hours are 
at his disposal he can pass them all pleasantly. If 
his days are his own he can spend a number of 
them to advantage, visiting public buildings and 
exploring historic places. 

If you can't stop over, read this book and see 
what you have missed. 



Capital of New York (Empire) State. 
Albany Latitude, 42°, 39', 1 1" North; Longi- 
tude 3°, 18', East from Washington. 
Elevation (base line of Capitol) above sea level 
161.09 ft-i estimated from low water New York 
harbor; 158.48 ft. above low water Hudson river. 
Located on West bank of Hudson river, 143 miles 
from New York city. Settled about 1624; 
originally a stockaded trading post. Is oldest 
surviving European settlement in the thirteen 
original States. Named after Duke of York and 
Albany when British took possession in 1664. 
Familiar early names, Fort Orange and Heverwyck. 
Chartered by Governor Dongan, July 22, 1686. 
First Mayor, Peter Schuyler. Was meeting place 
in 1754 of Continental Congress to consider Federal 
union. Became State Capital in 1797 when Legis- 
lature first met here. Is fifth largest city in State; 
population estimated in 1900 from city directory 
by officials 106,230. Is center of richest commer- 
cial quadrilateral in country (New York, Buffalo, 
Montreal, Boston). Is railroad center; terminus of 
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Erie canal, and practically head of Hudson river 
navigation. Has every advantage to make a hust- 
ling business city. Was once big manufacturing 
center, live stock, lumber and grain market. Fairly 
busy yet, and steadily growing. Present area 
10.73 sq. mi. Is a political center, usually 
democratic. Total property valuation (1899) 
$106,270,622.00; including realty.$59,4i8,890.00 ; 
personal $7,422,405.00; exempt from taxation, 
$31,401,570.00; owned by city, $8,027,757.00. 
Total city debt (Mch. 31, 1900) $3,018,370.00, 
less sinking funds $1,389,93 1. 00. Cost to run city 
about $2,600,000,00 yearly. On August 17, 1848, 
the ^*Great Fire" destroyed 600 houses, causing 
loss of $3,000,000.00. The city has (1900) 390 
places where liquor is sold **to be drunk on the 
premises." Before the Raines law (1896) there 
were 744 saloons. It is substantially built, has 
excellent pavements (Jan. i, 1900, granite block, 
28 miles; brick 16 miles; asphalt 9 miles; 
macadam 3 miles); is thoroughly lighted by 
electricity, and well drained. It has ample public 
buildings and churches; good schools, police and 
fire departments, street car and telephone service. 
Average Summer temperature 70.6° (June, July, 
August); average Winter temperature 25.3° (Decem- 
ber, January, February); average annual rainfall. 
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37.86 inches; average death rate, 20.13 P^^ 1,000, 
showing it to be one of the healthiest cities in the 
country. 

It is popularly divided into North, South and 
West Albany. East Albany is across the river. 
The city has namesakes in Australia, Georgia, Iowa, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Mis- 
souri, Oregon, Ohio, Tennesee, Texas, Wisconsin 
and elsewhere. 



8 ALBANY 



ONE HOUR IN ALBANY 

Whether the tourist comes to Albany by boat or 
by rail, but a few steps are required to reach historic 
ground. If by rail on the Central, a turn to the 
left on passing out of the new depot into Broadway 
brings the visitor quickly to Steuben street where 
stood the old North gate of the city (p 42) at 
which Symon Schermerhorn shouted the first news 
of the Schenectady massacre. If by boat, directly 
in front and to the left on stepping upon the wharf, 
is the site of old Fort Orange (p 40) where treaties 
were established and the first courts were held in 
the early days, and North of which the first church 
was erected. A little iron-fenced inclosure guards 
a bronze tablet telling the story. 

But whether coming by boat or by rail, the visi- 
tor's way lies always directly into the broad business 
street called Broadway, formerly known successively 
as Traders, Court and Market street. 

Leaving the boat in early morning, say 7 o'clock, 
and bound of course for Saratoga or the North, 
the popular D. & H. train does not start until 8:30 
and there is easily an hour to spare for sight-seeing. 
After noting the inscription on the tablet in steam- 
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boat square, the path hes to the right up Broadway. 
The few blocks to State street are aliv^e with busi- 
ness and have been for hours. At the third right- 
hand corner a prosaic red brick building occupies 
the site of the second City Hall and a white marble 
tablet set high up in the front (p 49) records 
among other things that here *'The Declaration of 
Independence was first publicly read in Albany." 
A few doors above, on the same side, a misplaced 
monument (p 41), close to the building, tells the 
storv more in detail. 

On the opposite side of the street, a block 
beyond, is the home of the famous old Argus 
which has been a giant in the newspaper world 
since its founding in 181 3. The next short block 
ends at State street, a broad thoroughfare leading 
straight up the hill at the top of which is the 
Capitol (p 22) shining in the morning sun. The 
gray granite structure at the corner of State and 
Broadway is the Government building (p 38) con- 
taining the Post Office (p 60) and Federal offices. 
Where now is the broad intersection of these two 
streets was the old Dutch church (p 27) and its 
surrounding burial ground in the early days. 

A passing electric car marked "Pine Hills" offers 
a ready means for a quick view of the city. From 
the start at the foot of State street the tourist 
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passes between blocks of handsome and substantial 
buildings that are the seat of the city's business and 
financial life. On the left towers the Commercial 
bank building. At the next corner on the right 
(James st. ) the Mechanics & Farmers' bank occu- 
pies the site of the home of Anneke Janse (p 42) 
once owner of Trinity church property in New 
York. Below the bank is the Evening Journal 
building where is published the well known republi- 
can newspaper of which Thurlow Weed was the first 
editor. Just above this corner is the fine old building 
occupied by the State bank (p 20). 

The car stops for a moment at the next cross 
street (Pearl) and a glimpse may be had of another 
business center. The County bank building at the 
left occupies the site, of the birthplace of Philip 
Schuyler (p 43). At the right is the site of the 
first brick building erected in North America (p 47). 
Opposite is the brown stone Tweddle building 
which marks the place where Philip Livingston, 
one of the signers of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, was born (p 46), and where Webster's famous 
almanac and spelling book were printed and the 
first Albany newspaper (The Gazette) was published. 
To the North of thi^ building on Pearl street is the 
beautiful home of the Albany savings bank, fash- 
ioned like an old Greek temple and occupying the 
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site where once stood the Van der hey den Palace 
(p 43) made famous by Washington Irving in 
"Bracebridge Hall." 

As the car goes on it passes at the right the 
Hotel Ten PZyck (p 50), occupying the site of the 
old Corning Mansion. About opposite this corner 
(Chapel St.) in the middle of State street stood the 
first English church (p 44) on ground granted by 
letters patent from King George. The Albany 
Club and the Press Club occupy commodious build- 
ings on the left hand side of the street. St. Peter's 
historic church (p 27) at once attracts attention at 
the next crossing (Lodge st. ). It marks the site 
of the North East bastion of old P'ort Frederick 
(p 41). Beyond it to the right can be seen the 
Masonic Temple (p 53) and still further along on 
the opposite side of the street is St. Mary's church 
(p 27), standing on the site of the first Roman 
Catholic church in Albany and of the original 
cathedral of this diocese. Opposite St. Peter's 
church on State street, is the State Museum (p 36) 
popularly known as ^'Geological Hall," and down 
the cross street on the opposite side is the Odd 
Fellows Temple (p 56). 

The short remaining block is notable chiefly for 
the fact that the first railroad depot (p 31) stood 
a few doors below the next corner (Eagle st.) on 
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the right hand side. As the car sweeps around 
the curve into Washington Avenue (once King and 
Lion St.) a passing glimpse may be had of the City 
Hall (p 29), State House (p 66) and High School 
(p 62) at the right and, across the handsome park, 
of the famous old Boy's Academy (p 62). This 
park (p 48) also is historic ground and it was in 
the Academy that Prof. Henry conducted electrical 
experiments which went far toward making telegra- 
phy a possibility. 

A good view of the Capitol and its approaches 
can be had as the car is passing, and there is 
nothing else to distract the attention from the 
noble edifice. On the way up the avenue, at the 
second crossing (Swan st. ) at the right may be seen, 
one block over, the beginning of All Saints Episco- 
pal Cathedral (p 27). Just above this corner on 
the left, standing well back from the street, is the 
Fort Orange Club (p 29) occupying a fine old 
mansion in which Aaron Burr once lived. All 
along the avenue are substantial residences and it is 
shaded by handsome elms. The next corner is 
Dove street, and almost at the end of the block 
above is Harmanus Bleecker Hall (p 39) adjoining 
which on the corner (Lark st.) is the state armory 
(p 17). As the car turns sharply to the left a view 
may be had of the broad open space with its 
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triangular park where Central and Washington 
avenues meet. Up Central avenue the car line 
continues fully two miles westward. 

The ride over Lark street is also through a resi- 
dence section and is of brief duration. Soon a turn 
to the right brings the car into Madison avenue. 
Far away to the left may be had a view of the 
Helderberg and Catskill mountains. At the right 
on the corner above (Willett st.) Washington park 
(p 58) begins and stretches in terraced beauty for 
many blocks. Some distance beyond this corner 
at the right may be seen the State Normal College 
(p S5)» ^"d the street contains many handsome 
residences. As the car speeds along the tourist 
will find every foot of the way interesting. Across 
the park at its third entrance may be seen the 
King Fountain — a colossal figure of ''Moses smiting 
the rock." As the second carriage entrance is 
passed, off at the left appears the massive grouped 
buildings of the Albany hospital (p 49). There- 
after both sides of the wide avenue are filled with 
handsome residences which are continued in the 
section around the place where the railroad ends. 
The time from the foot of State street to the end 
of the trip has been but 20 minutes, and since 
leaving the boat but 35 minutes all told have been 
used. 
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On the return trip a stop may be made at the 
Western front of the Capitol and a walk taken 
around the great building. The exterior carvings 
are well worth seeing and a good general idea of 
the vast proportions of the granite edifice may be 
gained. The visitor also may walk through the 
court yard and observe the plan on which the 
whole is arranged. Thereafter a leisurely walk, or 
if a few minutes have been devoted to a hurried 
viewing of the interior stairways, a car may be 
taken, and the depot from which the trains run to 
Saratogra is readily reached. 
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A DAY IN ALBANY 
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For the leisurely traveler, a day or more in 
Albany offers many pleasures. If a general sight- 
seer, he can walk about a bit — probably to the best 
advantage on Broadway, State and Pearl streets — 
which will give an idea of the city's business life; 
continuing with a short stroll across Eagle street, 
through Academy Park (p 48) and up Elk street 
which is the society quarter, going on by St. Agnes 
school (p 62) and crossing over to Washington 
avenue past the Cathedral of All Saints (p 27), 
and thus to the Capitol (p 22). It will take an 
hour or two to see the great building in a general 
way and a guide is desirable. When the Capitol 
has been **done," the walk may be continued over 
Eagle street to see the Executive mansion (p 34) 
and the beautiful Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception (p 27). Returning and passing down 
State street, another hour may be spent in Geo- 
logical Hall (p 36), and before luncheon, if the day 
be not too warm, a fine birds-eye view of the city 
may be had from the roof of the hotel Ten Eyck 
(p 50). After luncheon, a ride in a Pine Hills car 
will show the residence beauties of the city as men- 
tioned in **One Hour." A stroll through Washing- 
ton Park will repay anyone and the King fountain 
and Burns monument should by all means be seen. 
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If possessed of literary tastes much time can be 
spent among the rare books and manuscripts in the 
State library (p 52). If a collector of art, books 
or curios, proper credentials will open to view 
treasures (p 71) nowhere else to be found. In 
fact, the individual bent can be gratified in Albany 
to almost any extent imaginable. For the artist 
there are the studios (p 18), the scenery of the 
near-by mountains and the beauties of the ceme- 
teries (p 28). For the collector are offered many 
things according to his taste. For the engineer 
there are the electrical power houses of the street 
railway, the Watervliet arsenal (p 1 7) and the 
great filter system of the city water plant (p 35). 
The literary man can find rare treasures in many 
a private collection (p 71). The scientist may visit 
the State museum (p 36), the observatory (p 55) or 
the laboratory and collections of the Medical College 
(p 54). In other words, to all strangers within her 
gates the Ancient City of Albany offers congenial 
surroundings and attractions to each after his kind. 
Even the poet is not neglected, for one of the many 
beautiful drives (p 32) leads. directly to the "Vale 
of Tawasentha" (p 67), made famous by Long- 
fellow's Hiawatha, but better known to the resident 
populace by the prosaic name of ''Normanskill." 

(An alphabetic index to places and things of interest follows.) 
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A favorite old roadhouse at Glen- 
Addcv 

mont, about a mile below Kenwood, is 

called "The Abbey." 



The citv IS liberal in its provisions 
Amusements ^ , ' . ... ,^ 

for the entertainment of visitors. See 

Theaters, Sports, Drives, Excursions, etc. 

Albany has been State militia head- 
Armory quarters since the adoption of the State 
constitution. The troops are now quar- 
tered in the handsome armory at Washington 
avenue and Lark street; erected 1889. In it are 
the Third Brigade, the Third Signal Corps and the 
Tenth Battalion. There also are a number of inde- 
pendent organizations in the city, the best known 
being the Burgesses Corps (armory in old Bleecker 
Hall on Broadway), the Emmet Guards and Wash- 
ington Rifles. 

The Watervliet Arsenal (Government 
Arsenal property) is about six miles from the 
city; take Troy electric car on Broad- 
way. Site located in 181 3; originally about 12 
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acres but now over lOO. A massive stone wharf 
on the river front with a huge crane is for loading 
and unloading guns and materials; grounds hand- 
somely laid out, contain many fine trees and sub- 
stantial buildings, also captured Spanish and other 
cannon. An important post. Noted for the 
manufacture of heavy ordnance. Admission on 
application. The old State Arsenal is now the 
property of the Catholic Union, Hudson avenue 
and Eagle street. 

The city has two attractive art stores 
Art on North Pearl street, numerous studios, 

and many, valuable private collections 
The latter, unfortunately, seldom are opeli 
to public view. Launt Thompson, Boughton, 
Elliott, Gay, Low, Ochtman, Crook, Remington, 
Homer Martin, Palmer, Hart, Twitchell, Lang, 
Thompson, are names intimately connected with 
Albany's art history. 

. , P^xtensive public and private charities 

Asylums j • • / j • ah t-u 

are admmistered m Albany. ihe more 

important institutions are: 

Albany Orphan Asylum, (incorp. 1831), Western avenue 
and Robin street. 

Fresh Air Guild, (incorp. 1897), vacation home for chil- 
dren at Canaan. 
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Home for the Friendless, (incorp. 1852), 553 Clinton 
avenue. 

House of Shelter, (incorp. 1869), 52 Howard street. 

Lathrop Memorial, 132 Washington avenue. 

Little Sisters of the Poor, (incorp. 1880), 391 Central 
avenue 

Old Men's Home, (incorp. 1876), Troy Road. 

Open Door Mission, (incorp. 1882), 3 Columbia Place. 

St. Margaret's Home, (est. 1883), 41 Elk street. 

St. Vincent's Male Orphan Asylum, (incorp. 1849), 
upper Western avenue. 

St. Vincent's Female Orphan Asylum, (incorp. 184;) 
106 Elm street. 

The Albany basin, once an important 
Basin part of the old canal system, now neg- 
lected and practically useless, was 
formed ^by the inclosed water-space between the 
city dock front and the pier built in 1825. It 
originally was chiefly used as a winter harbor by 
canal and other craft, and to a less extent is yet. 

Public baths are about to be erected. 

Baths There is an excellent Turkish bath on 

State street, popularly known as *'The 

Tub." The Y. M. C. A. (p 69) also has excellent 

bathing facilities connected with its well equipped 

gymnasium. 
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There are i6 banking institutions in 
Banks the city (9 National and State, and 
7 Savings), all safe, strong and pros- 
perous ; mostly located on Broadway, State and 
Pearl streets. The oldest bank building is that 
occupied by the *State bank ; newest by the Albany 
savings bank on North Pearl street (erected 1898), 
said to be the finest bank building in the U. S. 
(It contains a very handsome mosaic by Fredk. 
Dielman, representing '^Thrift and Prosperity"). 
Other handsome bank buildings are those of the 
National Commercial, the Mechanics & Farmers', 
and the Albany County — all on State street. There 
also is a Trust company (organized 1899) on Broad- 
way near State street. 



It is estimated that about 5,000 
Bicycles ... 

wheels are in use in the city, and several 

strong organizations of riders exist. The prin- 
cipal clubs are: 



*A bronze tablet on the front of the bank has the inscrip- 
tion: ''New York State Bank. Chartered, and this build- 
ing erected, 1S03. The oldest bank in this city, and the oldest 
building erected for and continuously used as a banking house 
in the United States." 
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Albany Bicycle Club, (organized 1880) 285 Lark street. 
Capital City Wheelmen, Hudson avenue, near Willett 

street. 
Albany County Wheelmen, (organized 1886) Madison 

avenue and Allen street. 
Central Weeelmen, 174 Central avenue. 
North End Wheelmen, (organized 1896) Broadway and 

Tivoli street. 
Triangle Cyclers, Y. M. C. A. building on North Pearl 

street. 

A very respectable library could be 

Books formed of books about the city, its 

prominent men, its buildings and places. 

(See addenda, p 70). Book stores may be found 

on Broadway, State street. Pearl street and Maiden 

Lane. 

There are many breweries in Albany, 
Breweries and the business, which is a very exten- 
sive one dates back to 1600. The 
number of barrels of ale and lager brewed here in 
1899 was 353»ii8, valued at nearly ^3, 000, 000. 
The Beverwyck which is the largest and most rep- 
resentative brewery is open to visitors and well 
worth the tourist's attention. Take a Broadway 
car to North Ferry street. The business was begun 
as an ale brewery in 1845 ^"^ ^^s steadily developed 
until the fame of the product is known far and wide. 
The plant has a capacity of 125,000 barrels of 
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lager and 80,000 barrrels of ale yearly. This 
immense business is carried on in great fire-proof, 
up-to-date buildings, having every convenience from 
an artesian well to a mammoth ice machine — not 
forgetting a handsome Guest Hall where visitors 
are given a royal welcome. The picture facing page 
21 gives an excellent idea of the size and impor- 
tance of the plant. 

Three bridges across the riv'er make 
Bridges communication easy. The middle and 
lower bridges are open to foot passen- 
gers, toll 2 cents. 

Information about the diversified 
Business business interests of Albany can be had 
most readily at the rooms of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, Knickerbocker building, 95 
State street. 

^ ,, ,. An association of the faith indicated. 

Catholic 
Union having headquarters with library, athletic 

and social features attached, in the Old 

Arsenal, at Hudson avenue and Eagle street. 

The grand granite edifice crowning 

Capitol State street hill, 155 feet above level 

of Hudson river, stands in a square 

containing 7.84 acres. Building measures 300 feet 
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N. and S., by 400 feet E. and W. ; walls rise 108 
feet above the water table, surrounding a central 
court 92 by 137 feet. Is open to the public from 
7 A M. to 5 P. M., except Holidays and Saturdays 
in summer when it closes at noon, and Sundays. 
Access can however be had by reputable persons 
at almost any time. Official guides may be had at 
25 cents per hour per person, with reductions for 
parties. Usual lenj^th of tour of buildin.c^, i y^ 
hours, but a ** hurry tour" can be made in y? hour, 
during which the experienced ^uide will point out 
many objects of interest which the unaccompanied 
visitor will miss. 

MEMORANDUM HISTORY OF THE CAPITOL 

Resolution adopted by lec^islature in 1863 to 
procure plans for a new Capitol. In 1865 various 
cities were invited to offer sites. In 1866 lei^isla- 
ture passed act ratifyinir selection of present loca- 
tion. In 1867 first appropriation ($250,000) was 
made with the proviso that the building should not 
cost more than $4,000,000; plans of Architect 
Thomas Fuller adopted. Ground broken Decem- 
ber 9, 1867; first foundation 5tone laid July 7, 
1869; corner stone laid (by Grand Lodge F. & 
A. M.) June 24, 1871; grand opening reception 
January 7, 1879; formally occupied by State officers 



8 



24 



ALBANY 



and legislature February 12, 1879; building 
declared completed by Gov. Black, August 28, 
1898 (all but a steel tower to cost $570,347.90; 
carving on interior to cost $500,000; cleaning and 
pointing up of exterior to cost about $100,000); 
total cost to that date, exclusive of land, $23,693,- 
383.27; time taken to finish (with the exceptions 
noted) 27 years. Assembly chamber first occupied 
February 12, 1879; Senate chamber first occupied 
March 10, 1881. 

ATTRACTIONS FOR VISITORS 

Outside — General appearance of building, grand 
Eastern approach and its carvings, Western entrance, 
carvings on North and South porticos. 

First floor — Beginnings of the three grand stair- 
cases (especially the Western); old cannon and 
statuary in eastern entrance hall; statue of Prof. 
Sheldon erected by school children in senate stair- 
case well. (There is a Bureau of Information, a 
Post Office, and a cigar and souvenir stand on this 
floor on the Washington avenue side.) 

Second floor — The main entrances. East and 
West; carvings on the three staircases (especially 
the Western); military trophies and curios in 
Eastern entrance hall and Military Bureau opening 
off it; Executive Chamber and main room of 
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Secretary of State's suite; curious figures formed 
by venation of marble wainscoting in corridors. 

Third floor — Senate and Assembly chambers; 
State Library and carvings on Western staircase 
at this point; Senate stairway; Assembly par- 
lor; Court of Appeals room; views from the 
windows. 

Fourth floor — Top of grand Western stair- 
case; collections of Indian relics; apparatus and 
photographic exhibits of Regents; views from 
windows.* 

Albany has one of the best electric 
Cars street railway services in the State (about 
30 miles to date). All important parts 
of the city can be reached readily and the fare is 
uniformly 5 cents; connections with adjoining 
cities of Rensselaer, W^atervliet, Troy and Cohoes. 
Horse cars were run on Broadway in 1863, and the 
tracks steadily extended until April, 1890, when 
electricity was first used. The United Traction 
Company, operating the system, occupies very hand- 
some quarters on Broadway at Columbia street 
(erected 1900). Favorite trips' over the lines are 

*It is possible to go higher on one elevator, but rooms 
above fourth floor are not as yet noteworthy. A guide 
will show many other interesting things while pointing out 
those here mentioned. 
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via Broadway to Troy (lo cents); via South Pearl 
street to Kenwood; via State street to Pine Hills; 
via Washington avenue to West Albany. 

Chamber An organized body of citizens to 

of promote the business welfare of the city, 

Commerce having rooms in the Knickerbocker 
Building, 95 State street. Information about the 
industries of the city and inducements offered 
business men to settle here can be had of the 
secretary. 

There are y2 places of worship in 
Churches Albany. These include 2 Synagogues, 
2 Cathedrals (P.piscopal and Roman 
Catholic), 6 Reformed churches, 6 Methodist, 
7 P^piscopal, 8 Lutheran, 9 Baptist, 1 1 Presby- 
terian, 1 3 Roman Catholic, i Congregational, 
2 Evangelical, i Unitarian, i Universalist, I Christ- 
ian, I Friends, i Christian Science. There are 
also several convents and numerous Missions. The 
location of any edifice can be learned readily; those 
of particular interest to the tourist are the Catholic 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, the 
Episcopal Cathedral of All Saints, old St. Mary's 
church, St. Peter's church and the old F'irst 
Reformed. 
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St. Mary's — Pine and Lodge Streets. The present 
structure is the third to be erected on the site. The 
original, built in 1797, was the first Catholic church in 
the city and the second in the State ; the second edifice 
was the original cathedral of the diocese, 

St. Peter's — State and Lodge Streets. Incorporated 
1769; the present edifice consecrated in i860, Noted 
for the architectura;l beauty of its tower, for its chimes 
(containing one bell dated 1751), for its communion 
service donated by Queen Anne in 1716, for its parch- 
ment grants given by George I and George III, for its 
beautiful memorial windows, and for its sculptured 
marble altar (the work of St. Gaudens.) 

Cathedral Immaculate Conception — Madison Avenue 
and Eagle Street. Very handsome brown stone edifice, 
said to be one of the finest examples of Gothic archi- 
tecture in the country. Corner stone laid in 1848; 
edifice dedicated 1852; completed in 1892. Height 
of spires, 210 feet; seating capacity, 2,500. Noted for 
its great triple organ, its exceedingly beautiful stained 
glass windows, its magnificent altar and its delicate 
acoustic effects. 

All Saints Cathedral — Swan and Elk Streets. Present 
unfinished building will be a magnificent edifice when 
completed. Seating capacity, 2,400; incorporated 
1873; corner stone laid Junes, 1884; dedicated Nov. 
20, 1888. 

First Reformed— North Pearl and Orange Streets. Pop- 
ularly known as the "Two Steepled" and the "North 
Dutch " church. Houses one of the oldest religious 
organizations in America. First pastor (Megapolen- 
sis) came over in 1642; service in Dutch to 1782; first 
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edifice was on the present steamboat square ; second 
(1656) at present intersection Broadway and State 
Street; present edifice dedicated 1799; improved 
i860. Contains interesting antiquities, (p 73) 

The original city charter, a curious 
Charter parchment document granted July 22, 
1686, by "Thomas Dongan, Lieutenant 
and Governor of the Province of Newyork and 
Dependencies in America, under his most sacred 
Majesty, James the Second," may be seen on 
application to the Mayor's office in the City Hall. 

Very 'beautiful burial grounds are 
Cemeteries situated about four miles north of the 
city, easily reached by the Broadway 
line of electric cars (10 cents) or by an attractive 
carriage drive. They are known as the Rural 
Cemetery, St. Agnes Cemetery (Roman Catholic) 
and ]3eth Emeth Cemetery (Jewish), and adjoin 
each other. The Rural, consecrated 1844, includes 
375 acres in which are 35 miles of picturesque 
drives. It contains numberless beautiful monu- 
ments, and several pieces of sculpture that are 
noted the world over. Among these are The Angel 
of the Sepulchre (Hanks plat). The Angel of Sorrow 
(Arthur plat). Religion Consoling Sorrow (Godfrey 
plat). The Recording Angel (Myers' plat), and The 
Soldiers' Monument. 
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Eagle street and Maiden Lane. A 
City Hall handsome Gothic granite structure in 
which the city officers are housed. 
Completed 1883; cost 2325,000; architect, the 
famous Richardson. The Common Council cham- 
ber contains a very valuable collection of portraits 
of the Governors of the State. This building is 
highly prized by artists and architects and has 
been extensively copied. 

South Pearl and Howard streets. 

Buildine Contains Pohce and City courts and 

offices. Police headquarters has a 

** Rogues Gallery," and Fire Chief's room many 

interesting relics. 

Social life always has been a notable 
Clubs feature of Albany. The city now has 
38 clubs including 10 Social, 8 Bicycle, 
5 Sporting (2 Yacht, 2 Gun, i Canoe), 2 Athletic, 
2 Literary, 2 Musical, 2 Curling, 2 Camera, 2 Politi- 
cal, I Chess, I Boys and i Mothers. The best 
known are: 

Fort Orange Club, no Washington avenue. (Old Hill 

mansion). 
Adelphi Club, 134 State street. (Old General John 

Taylor Cooper mansion). 
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Albany Club, 102 State street. (Old Corning mansion). 

Country Club, on Western avenue. 

Press Club, 106 State street. 

Acacia Club (Masonic), 114 State street. 

Commercial Travelers' Club, 57 State street. 

Camera Club, 72 Chapel street. 

Ten are held in the city — Appeals 

Courts and Claims in Capitol; Supreme and 

Surrogates in County Building; U. S. 

Circuit and District in Government Building; Police 

and City in City Building; County and Special 

Sessions in City Hall. 

There are several of these institutions, 

Convents the most notable being that of the 

Sacred Heart, an imposing brick edifice 

rising from a wooded eminence south of the city. 

Reached by Kenwood cars. Instituted 1853; 

present buildings erected 1866, cost, ^200,000. 

The grounds which front 310 feet on the river 

contain many magnificent trees and beautiful walks. 

Open to visitors. 

The city is an important railroad 

Depots center, and the traffic of 7 lines is 

handled through two depots — the New 

York Central (popularly known as the **Union") 
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and the Delaware & Hudson. The magnificent 
new N. Y. C. building on Broadway occupies the 
whole block between Steuben and Columbia streets, 
once the site of the famous old Delavan House, 
and from it run the numberless trains connecting 
the East with the West, which *^Take you anywhere 
at any time" (in summer time especially to the 
Adirondack Mountains and Thousand Islands). 
The D. & H. from its less pretentious building 
serves the great army of travelers to the northern 
summer resorts — the Eastern Adirondacks and 
Saratoga, and **Out Susquehanna way." Its hand- 
some administration building is at North Pearl and 
Steuben streets. The first Albany depot stood on 
the North side of State street, a short distance 
below Eagle, where now is the old building known 
as VanVcchten Hall. It was built for the old 
Mohawk & Hudson R. R. (now part of the N. Y. C.) 
running from Albany to Schenectady; first train 
arrived in city May 14, 1832. 

Travelers will find a convenient 

Directories library of directories for all cities of 

importance, at 448 Broadway. The 

first Albany directory, issued I 81 3, contained about 

2,000 names. 
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Distances 



The number of miles from Albany 
to places most commonly sought by 



travelers is: 



Asbury Park 203 

Atlantic City 287 

Atisable Chasm 157 

Bluff Point (Lake 

Champlain) 164 

Blue Mt Lake 124 

Cooperstown (Otsego 

Lake) 91 

Catskill 31 

Howes Cave 40 

Long Branch 200 

Lake Placid 251 

Lake George (Cald- 
well) 70 



Lake Champlain (Ti- 

conderoga) 100 

Montreal 242 

New York 143 

Niagara Falls, 319 

Ocean Grove 187 

Old Point Comfort. . 514 

Round Lake 26 

Raquette Lake 1 70 

Saratoga 39 

Saranac Lake 241 

Schenectady 17 

Sharon Springs 59 

Thousand Islands. . . 203 
Washington 376 



Upwards of a hundred practitioners 

Doctors of all schools of medicine are at the 

command of the traveler. The city has 

raised several eminent medical men, notably Dr. 

John Swinburn, Dr. March, Dr. Armsby. 

Those of rneans and leisure can spend 

Drives much time agreeably in driving about 

the city and suburbs. The price is 

SL50 per hour for a carriage holding. four persons; 
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speed rate about 4 miles per hour. Some of the 
drives recommended are: 

Through Washington park, 4 miles. 

Country roads to Slingerlands, 6 miles. 

To the Old Abbey, river road, 3^ miles. 

Country roads to Sloane's, 8 miles. 

Rural Cemetery, 4 miles. 

Cedar Hill, 6 miles. 

To old Forbes Manor house, (Rensselaer) i^ miles. 

To Hurst's road house, 2/4 niiles. 

To Canton's road house, 4 miles. 

Cohoes Falls, 9 miles. 

Greenbush Heights, 4 miles. 

The Ridge Road, (Rensselaer), 6 miles. 

Sacred Heart Convent, 2 miles. 

Castleton, 8 miles. 

Shaker Village, 7 miles. 

Normanskill (The vale of Tawasentha) 4 miles. 

Van Rensselaer Manor, 2 miles. 

Short drives also can be taken down the river on 
either bank, out Western avenue to the Country 
club, etc. A favorite city drive is to Delaware 
avenue, to Whitehall road, to New Scotland road, 
to Pine Hills, to Manning boulevard and back. 

Time and means alone limit the list 

Excursions of attractive excursions which may be 

taken with Albany as a center. These 

are recommended : (See also Drives and Distances). 



34 



ALBANY 



BY TROLLEY 



To Troy, to Cohoes, to Waterford and return, 22 miles, 

2 hours, 35c. round trip. 

To Troy, to Waterford, to Mechanicville, to Stillwater 

and return, 20 miles, 40c. each way. 
To Troy, to Albia, to Averill Park and return, 21 miles, 

3 hours, 60c. round trip. 

A favorite city trolley trip is to Pine Hills and return ; 
from foot State Street, 35 min., loc. 

BY TRAIN 

To Saratoga, 39 miles, $2.23, round trip, i day. 
To Lake George, 70 miles, $4.00, round trip, i day. 
To Round Lake, 26 miles, $1.49, round trip, i day. 
To Sharon Springs, 59 miles, $3.37, round trip, i day. 

A delightful day may also be spent in the Indian 
Ladder region of the Helderberg Mountains. 
D. & H. train to Meadow.dale, I4 miles, 42 cents. 

BY BOAT 
To Lagoon Island, 4 miles, 5c. 
To Troy and return, 12 miles, loc. 
To Castleton and return, 28 miles, 30c. 
To Catskill and return, 60 miles. 75c. 
To Kingston Point and return, 120 miles, $1.00. 

The home which the State has pre- 
Mansion P^^^d for its (jovernors stands at the 
S. W. corner of Eagle and Elm streets. 
It is not open to visitors. 
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Two-thirds of Albany's water supply 
Filters consists of filtered river water. The 
purifying plant, the largest and most 
complete in the U. S., occupies 45 acres on the 
flats north of the Lumber District. Take Broad- 
way car to North street. Work begun in Fall of 
1897; plant partly in use July, 1899; cost 
8496,633; designed by Allen Hazen ; capacity 
15,000,000 gallons daily; yearly cost of labor to 
operate $13,000. Description: — Water is pumped 
up 18 feet from river by two centrifugal pumps 
(capacity 16,000,000 gallons every 24 hours) to a 
settling reservoir (area 5 acres, depth 9 feet) 
through 1 1 perforated pipes (aerators). From this 
it passes to the filter beds, consisting of 8 colossal 
vaulted caves of masonry and concrete, four on 
each side of an open court. It filters through 4 
feet ot clean white sand and 3 feet of gravel. 
Each filter has a capacity of 2,000,000 gallons in 
24 hours and covers 3-10 acre. The purified 
water passes into a storage reservoir (capacity 
600,000 gallons) and thence through 8,000 feet of 
48 inch pipe to the well of the Quackenbush street 
pumping station whence it is forced by mammoth 
engines to the distributing reservoirs (Bleecker and 
Prospect Hill). 
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This highly efficient body dates back 
Department ^^ I 706 and has been "Up-to-date" ever 
since its inception. It now comprises 
10 engines, 3 trucks, i water tower, several chemical 
apparatus and an Insurance Patrol. It has a complete 
telegraph alarm system. The Fire Chief's office is in 
the City Building (South Pearl and Howard streets), 
where further information may be had if an inspec- 
tion of either of the engine houses is contemplated. 

^ , . , State street, corner Lodge street. 

Geological _ ^ ,_ r xr . 1 tt- 

Hall Contains State Museum or JNatural His- 
tory. Building erected 1858 on site 
old State Hall built i 797. State Museum organized 
1836 as result of geological survey of State. Col- 
lections placed in old Hall 1840 for safety and 
State Agricultural Society given quarters there. 
New building called attention to value of collections 
and in 1865 legislature recognized necessity for 
State Museum and in 1870 passed law creating it. 
Collections are of exceeding value and inadequac}^ 
of building caused enactment of law in 1883 giving 
old State House on Eagle street to the Museum, 
but refusal of certain State officers to remove to 
the Capitol has prevented transfer of collections. 
Museum open daily 9 A. M. to 4:30 P. M. ; Satur- 
days to noon ; closed Sundays and holidays. 
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SUMMARY OF COLLECTIONS 

Main Building 

Entrance Hall — Specimens building stone (lo 
in. cubes); in large room at right, Mineral and 
Gem collections. 

Second floor — At head of stairs, collection of 
Marbles; Rosenbusch collection Massive Rocks; 
in wall cases, Lithologic collections of State; in 
outer row table cases, synoptic collection rocks of 
State and collection rocks from Lake Superior iron 
region. Center rows contain Paleontologic (Fos- 
sil) collection arranged in chronologic and zo-ologic 
order. Ranged around room are specimens of 
geologic phenomena. 

Third floor — Collections illustrating vertebrate 
Paleontology; the Ward collection casts of fossils; 
the most perfect Mastodon skeleton known (found 
at Cohoes) ; skeleton of Irish elk; skeleton of 
elephant; British paleontologic collections; a large 
fossil plant found in Orange county; the State 
economic collection of useful rocks and minerals. 

Fourth floor — Zo-ologic (Animal) collections, 
including the birds, mammals and reptiles of the 
State; collections of birds eggs and nests; the 
fishes of the State; extensive shell collections. 

The rear wing of the building contains Agricul- 
tural collections chiefly and is divided thus: 
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First floor — Seven topographic relief maps; col- 
lections of fowls and farming implements. 

Second floor — Collections of grain and farming 
implements. 

Third floor — Small archcEologic collection; com- 
plete skeleton of whale; forestry collection. 

The museum owns the most complete series of 
Paleozoic Fossils in the world, which is stored for 
safety in the State House. 



Granite edifice at Broadway and 

Government _ ^ • • r i i 

Building State street. Occupies site or old 

Exchange, and Mechanics & Farmers 

Bank; cost about §700,000; corner stone laid (by 

F. & A. M.) May 7, 1879. Occupied by Internal 

Revenue Department December, 1883; by Post 

Office January i, 1884. Contains Federal offices 

and courts. Just inside and facing Broadway 

entrance at State street a battered fragment of the 

corner stone of the old Plxchange Building is 

framed into the wall, showing a nearly defaced 

inscription with the dates 1727 and 1837. ^^^ 

custom house receipts for the current year were 

$165,000; the Internal Revenue receipts, 84,002,- 

169.43, and show Albany's importance as a port 

of entry. 



ALBANY 



39 



In Harmanus Bleecker Hall (Wash- 
Hall ington avenue near Lark street) Albany 
had one of the best public halls in the 
country, but the interior has been changed and the 
handsome auditorium spoiled in order to make it 
into a paying theatre. The building was made 
possible by the bequest of the public spirited citizen 
whose name it perpetuates, and is part of the 
Y. M. A. property. Opened October 9, 1889; 
interior remodeled 1898. Is fire-proof and equip- 
ped with all modren conveniences; has one of the 
largest stages in the country. 

Another fire-proof hall for public purposes is 
located at Chapel and Pine streets; built by St. 
Mary's parish and known as Centennial Hall. 

Historical Occupies a fine old mansion at 1 76 

and State street, opposite the Capitol. Is 

Art Society intended to be what its title implies. 

In 1899 absorbed famous old Albany Institute. 

Open to members only. Contains many interesting 

and valuable articles. 

„. ^ . Albany is particularly rich in historic 

Historic , . . , , , ^ r 

Places ^"^^ interesting places, though most ot 

the quaint old buildings have been dis- 
placed by modern structures and few of the resi- 
dents know their former location. Fortunately, 
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during the celebration of the city's two-hundredth- 
anniversary in 1886, a series of enduring bronze 
tablets was set up to show the sites of the old 
landmarks, locate interesting pl-aces and record the 
ancient names of the streets. The most important 
tablets are: 

MUNICIPAL TABLET 

On Eagle street wall of City Hall, near Maiden 
Lane corner. Contains coat of arms of city and 
inscription: 

Tablet commemorating the two-hundredth anniversary 
of Albany as a chartered city. Settled about 1624. 
Charter granted by Gov. Dongan, July 22, 1686. State 
legislature held here permanently since 1797. Early 
names of city : Fort Orange, Beverwycke, Wilemstadt. 
First City Hall erected near Fort Orange about 16S6. 
Second one north east corner Broadway and Hudson 
avenue about 1705. Third one on this site 1829. 
Burned 1881. Fourth or present building erected 
1883. First Mayor, 1686, Pieter Schuyler. Centennial 
Mayor, 1786, Johannes Jacobse Beekman. Bicenten- 
nial Mayor, 18S6, John Boyd Thacher. 

(The names of the Bicentennial committee follow.) 

FORT ORAN(J?: TABLET 

At Steamboat Square, East of bend in Broadway, 
granite block bearing bronze tablet, surrounded by 
railing. Inscription: 
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Upon this spot, washed by the tide, stood the North 
East bastion of Fort Orange, erected about 1623. 
Here the powerful Iroquois met the deputies of this 
and other colonies in conference to establish treaties. 
Here the first courts were held. Here in 1643, under 
the direction of Dominie Johannes Megapolensis, a 
learned and estimable minister, the earliest church 
was erected North West of the fort, and to the South 
of it stood the dominie's house. 

FORT FREDERICK TABLET 

Granite block bearing tablet stands on sidewalk 
near curb on lower edge Capitol park. Inscrip- 
tion : 

Facing the river on an eminence on this broad street 
opposite St. Peter's church stood Fort Frederick. 
Built about 1676. Removed 1789. Gallows Hill to 
the South. Fort burial ground to the North. 

CITY GATE TABLETS 

On granite block on walk in front of Van Ben- 
thuysen Building on Broadway. Inscription: 

On the north east corner of Broadway, then Court 
street, and Hudson, then Spanish street, stood the 
second City Hall, erected 1705, in which the famous 
Congress of 1754 "Met and prepared a union of the 
several colonies for mutual defense and security." 
The South East gate of the city stood in front, to the 
South of the City Hall. On this ground was the 
house where lived Pieter Schuyler, the first and for 
eight successive years Mayor of Albany. 



42 ALBANY 

On granite block on walk near curb in front of 
59 North Pearl street. Inscription: 

Near this corner stood the North West gate of the city. 
On this spot Governor De Witt Clinton, the promoter 
of the great Erie canal, died Feb. ii, 1828. 

On North wall American express company 
building, Broadway and Steuben street. Inscription : 

A little to the East of this spot stood the North East 
gate of the city. Here it was that Symon Schermer- 
horn at five o'clock in the morning ''Die Sabbithi," 
February 9, 1690, after a hard ride by the way of 
Niskayuna in the intense cold and deep snow, shot in 
the thigh and his horse wounded, arrived with just 
enough strength to awaken the guard and alarm the 
people of Albany with the news * ' Yt ye French and 
Indians have murthered ye people of Skinnechtady ! " 
Symon's son and negroes were killed on that fatal 
night. Symon died in New York, 1696. To the north 
was the road to the Canadas. Through this gate 
passed many of the troops at various times rendez- 
voused at Albany. The remains of Lord Howe were 
brought back this way, and Burgoyne returned a 
prisoner. 

OLD HOUSE SITE TABLETS 

On State street side Mechanics & Farmers Bank. 
Inscription: 

Upon this corner stood the house occupied by, and 
wherein died, Anneke Janse Bogardus, 1663. The 
former owner of Trinity church property. New York. 
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On walk at N. E. corner North Pearl and 
Columbia streets. Inscription : 

The old Lansing house. Built 1710. Known for 68 
years as The Pemberton Corner. A trading house 
outside the stockade. 

On South Pearl street wall County Bank Building 
(at first was on the original house torn down to 
make place for the bank). Inscription: 

The oldest building in Albany, built 1667. Birthplace 
of General Philip Schuyler and Elizabeth Schuyler, 
his daughter, wife of Alexander Hamilton. Adjoin- 
ing on the west was the famous Lewis Tavern. South 
Pearl Street, formerly Washington street, was but 
twelve feet wide, having a gate at this place. 

There should be on the North Pearl street front 
of the new Albany Savings Bank building a tablet 
which was on the old Perry Building which occupied 
the site. Inscription : 

Site of Vanderheyden Palace . Erected 1725. Demol- 
ished to make space for the First Baptist Church, 
1833. 

On Catharine street side of retaining wall inclos- 
ing grounds at head Schuyler street. Inscription: 
The Schuyler Mansion. Erected by General Bradstreet, 
1762. Washington, Franklin, Gates, DeRochambeau, 
La Fayette, and many of the great men of that time 
were entertained here. Gens. Burgoyne and Reidesel 
as guests though pnsioners of war, 1777. Alexander 
Hamilton and Elizabeth Schuyler married here 1780. 
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*On granite block on walk on West side Broad- 
way near Tivoli street. Inscription: 

Opposite, Van Rensselaer Manor House erected 1765. 
Residence of the Patroons. The site of the first Man- 
or house. . 

On wall of old mansion in Rensselaer. Inscrip- 
tion : 

This Manor House built by Johannes Van Rensselaer, 
1642. 

OLD CHURCH TABLETS 

On State street front of St. Peter's near Lodge 
street. Inscription : 

In the middle of State, formerly Yonkers street, one block 
below stood the first English Church, built A. D! 1715 
upon ground granted by letters patent from King 
George the First. It bore the name of St. Peter's 
church. The parish was incorporated 1769. The 
second St. Peter's church was built on this site A. D, 
1802, and bore this inscription — "Glory to the Lord 
for he is good, for His mercy endureth forever." The 
present edifice was built A. D. 1859. Upon this 
spot stood the north east bastion of Fort Frederick. 

*The handsome old building popularly known as "The 
Patroons," was offered to Albany to be rebuilt in Washington 
park as a museum. It was given to Williams College and in 
part rebuilt there as a Sigma Phi chapter house. 
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On Government Building, Broadway at corner of 
State street. Inscription: 

Opposite, at the intersection of these streets, stood the 
Old Dutch Church. Built 1656. Rebuilt 1715. Re- 
moved 1806. Burial ground around it. 

On Pine street wall St. Mary's church near 
Chapel street. Inscription: 

Site of Old St. Mary's. Built A. D. 1797. The first 
Catholic parish church in Albany and second in the 
State. The entrance was directly under this tablet. 
A second building on this same spot facing on Chapel 
street, was the original cathedral of this diocese. 

On Hudson avenue wall of building N. E. corner 
Grand street and Hudson avenue. Inscription: 

Site of first Presbyterian church. Built 1763. Removed 
1796. 

On South Pearl street front of City Building. 
Inscription : 

Site of first Lutheran church. Built 1669. Removed 
1816. Burial ground around it. Between this spot 
and Beaver street flowed Ruttenkill. 

On wall of building S. E. corner North Pearl 
and Orange streets. Inscription: 

On this south east corner of Orange and Pearl streets 
was erected the first Methodist church, J792. 
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FAMOUS CITIZEN TABLETS 

On Eagle street front City Hall. Inscription: 
Kilian Van Rensseiaer, the progenitor of the Van Rens- 
selaer family in America, a merchant of Amsterdam, 
Holland, the original proprietor and first patroon of 
the Manor of Rensselaerwyck, under a grant from the 
Dutch government in 1629. In the following years he 
bought from the Indians lands lying both sides of the 
Hudson, from Baeren Island to Cohoes Falls and 
established the settlement. 

On North Pearl street front of Tweddle Building. 

Inscription : 

Where Philip Livin^^ston, one of the signers of the Dec- 
laration of Independence, was born, 1716. 

On S. E. corner Boys' Academy. Inscription: 

Joseph Henry, an eminent discoverer and leader in 
science. Born in Albany, 1799. Died in Washington 
1878. His experiments in electricity were made in 
this building while professor of mathematics, 1826- 
1832. ■3f-****To his discoveries in electro-magnetism 
the world is indebted, more than to any other man for 
the possession of the telegraph. 

On front of the building 60 State street. Inscrip- 
tion : 

In memory of Joel Munsell, printer of Albany, who a 
native of Massachusetts, did more than any other 
man to preserve the ancient records of his adopted 
city. Born 1808, died 1880. Here he began his 
earliest work. 
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On Steuben street wall of High School at corner 
Eagle street. * Inscription : 

Whereas, the teaching of the English tongue is neces- 
sary in the government, I have therefore thought fitt 
to give Lycence to John Shutte to be the English 
schoolmaster at Albany, and upon condition that said 
John Shutte shall not demand any more wages for 
each schollar than is customarily given by the Dutch 
to the Dutch schoolmaster, I have further granted to 
the said John Shutte that hee bee the only English 
schoolmaster at Albany. 

Given under my hand at Fort James in New York the 
twelvth day of October 1665. 

Richard Nicolls 

Governor. 

NOTABLE LOCALITY TABLETS 

On granite block on walk at curb N. W. corner 
State and North Pearl streets. Inscription: 

Old Elm Tree Corner. So named from a tree planted 
here by Philip Livingston about 1735. Removed 1877. 
Also the site upon which were published Webster's 
famous reading, spelling book and almanac, and the 
first Albany newspaper, the Albany Gazette, 1771. 

On North Pearl street wall of building N. E. 
corner State. Inscription : 

Lydius corner. LTpon this site stood the first brick 
building said to have been erected in North America. 
Of material imported from Holland for the Rev. 
Gideon Schaet's parsonage, 1657. 
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On Beaver street wall of building N. W. corner 
Beaver and Green streets. Inscription: 

Site of Hugh Denniston's tavern. The first stone house 
in Albany, where Gen. Washington was presented 
with the freedom of the city in 1782 and 1783. It 
was removed during the year of the first cholera, 1832. 

On front wall Green street theatre near entrance. 
Inscription: 

First theater in Albany erected on this spot 181 1. First 
theatrical representation given ( place not known ) by 
British officers quartered in Albany, 1760, during the 
French war. The first professionals played at the old 
hospital, present site of Lutheran church, corner Pine 
and Lodge streets, 1769. 

In Academy park at intersection of walks. 
Inscription: 

Upon this ground the ratification of the Constitution of 
the United States was celebrated, 1783. In 1856 the 
dedicatory ceremonies of the Dudley observatory, and 
in 1864 the great Army Relief Bazaar were held here. 

In Capitol park near State street side. Inscription : 

Site of main entrance to Old Capitol, erected 1806. 
Gen. La Fayette was received here 1824. The re- 
mains of President Lincoln and many other prominent 
men lay in state here. The State Library was ad- 
joining and with the Capitol, demolished 1883. 
Fronting on this park stood Congress Hall, famous 
for its distinguished guests. Daniel Webster address- 
ed the citizens from its steps 1844. 
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*0n Broadway front of building N. E. corner 
Broadway and Hudson avenue. Inscription: 

The ^Declaration of Independence was first publicly 
read in Albany by order of the Committee of Safety, 
July 19, 1776, in front of the City Hall, then on this 
site. This memorial of the event was placed here by 
the citizens July 4, 1876. 

ANCIENT WATERCOURSE TABLETS 

On granite block on walk near curb on Arch 
street near corner South Pearl. Inscription: 

Beaver kill. Ancient water course flowing to river. 
Arched over. Buttermilk Falls in the ravine to the 

West. 

On South wall of building corner Sheridan ave- 
nue and North Pearl street. Inscription: 

Foxen kill — ancient water course flowing in early times 
to the river — now arched over. This is Canal street, 
formerly Fox street. 

On South Pearl street front of City Building. 

Inscription: 

* * * * Between this spot and Beaver street flowed 
Ruttenkill. 

Four excellent institutions provide 

Hospitals medical and surgical attention for the 

ill or injured. The largest is The 

Albany' Hospital, incorporated 1849, formerly at 

*Marble tablet. Not Bicentennial. 
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Eagle and Howard streets, now occupying modern 
group buildings on New Scotland road. Dr. Jacobi 
of New York says it is the most complete and best 
equipped modern hospital in the world. Others 
are: 

St. Peter's, Broadway and North Ferry street. Incor- 
porated iSrg. 

Homcepathic, 123 North Pearl street. Incorporated 
1872 

Childs, Elk and Hawk streets. Established 1874. 

Incurables, 39 > Madison avenue. Incorporated 1884 

„ , , (See also restaurants.) All purses 

and requirements can be suited. ine 
best known are: 

The Ten Eyck. North side State above Pearl street. 
Occupies site of old Van Rensselaer mansion, which 
was rebuilt and occupied by Erastus Corning, Jr. Is 
fire proof, thoroughly up to date, the l:est located and 
the most attractive hotel in the State. American and 
European plans. H. J. Rockwell & Son, Proprietors. 
Erected 1898. 

Keeler's (men only). Broadway and Maiden Lane. 
European. William II. Keeler, proprietor. 

Kenmore. North Pearl street and Columbia. Erected 
1878. American. 

Stanwix Hall. On site of birthplace of Gen. Ganse- 
voort, the hero of Ft. Stanwix. Erected 1S33; a hotel 
since 1844. American and European. ^ 

Globe. Cor. State and South Pearl streets. American. 

Mansion House. 387 Broadway. American. 
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The Albany Institute is an organiza- 
Institute tion dating back to 1 791; chartered 
1829; merged with Historical and Art 
Society, 1899. ^^s property consisted of a valua- 
ble library and a collection of old newspapers, 
curios, etc. ' " 

, ., On Maiden Lane between the City 

Jail 

Hall and the Masonic Temple. It has 
been in use since 1853.. 

A pretty suburb at the terminus of the 
Kenwood. South Pearl street railway line. Sijte of 
the Sacred Heart Convent and on the road 
to The Abbey. 



A Summer Resort 4 miles above the 
city. Take Troy boat. Open day and 
night and has the so-called '^Coney 
Island" attractions. 



The lawmaking body holds its ses- 
Legislature. sions in the Capitol during the winter 

months after January I. Daily, Tues- 
day to Friday, 1 1 A. M. to 2 P. M. Night 
sessions every Monday at 8.30. Open to visi- 
tors.. . 
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Most interesting to the traveler is 
Libraries the State Library; occupying entire 
west front, third floor of Capitol, and 
part of fourth and fifth floors. Established by 
Legislature 1818. Contains now about 400,000 
volumes, including Law, General and Traveling 
divisions. Has also about 250,000 M.SS., and 
110,000 pamphlets. The M.SS. include the Colo- 
nial, Sir William Johnson, Clinton and Tompkins 
papers and the Legislative papers prior to 18 10. 
The library is especially rich in early Americana, 
genealogy, governmental science, etc. Open daily 
(except Sundays) 8 A. M. to 10 P. M. 

The city also contains many very valuable private 
collections, ( see addenda ). 

The city is probably the oldest, as it 
Lumber ^ r • ^ 

_. , . , once was the larg^est lumber market in 

District , TT • 1 r- rr^i 1- • . 1 

the United Sta'es. The district extends 
North from North Ferry street and a large business 
is still done there. 

The Public or '^Center'* market is an 
Market asphalted space bounded by Hudson 
avenue. Grand and Beaver streets ; con- 
tains 7,461 square yards; opened for use 1889. 
For more than a century before, the people used 
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State street, from Broadway up, as a market site; 
farmers, butchers, truckmen 'and hucksters rang- 
ing their wagons on either side in long rows. 
The agitation to clear the street was begun in 
1886. 

The handsome stone edifice at Lodge 
Masonic . . 

„ , street and Maiden Lane which is occu- 
Temple 

pied solely by the fraternity, stands on 
historic ground, (first lodge was composed of British 
officers, holding warrant from Grand Lodge of 
Ireland dated Oct. 26, 1737). Bronze tablets in 
the vestibule state : 

On this site, purchased Oct. 17, 1776, by Brother Samuel 
Stringer, the first lodge house owned by a Masonic 
lodge in America was erected in 1776 and remained 
the property of Masters Lodge, No. 5, until presented 
to the masonic hall association in 1895. 

1 776-1 896. Masonic Temple. Erected by the fra- 
ternity of Albany. Corner stone laid June 2.^, 1895. 
Dedicated October 26, 1896. 

Open to visitors 10 A. M. to 4 P. M., daily, 
except Sunday and holidays; every evening in 
season to the craft. 

Eight lodges, two chapters, one council, one 
commandery, a number of Scottish Rite bodies and 
the Shrine meet here. 
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Visitors will find the true astronomical 

Meridian meridian of Albany indicated by a strip 

of brass set in white marble, running 

diagonally across the walk at Eagle street and 

Maiden Lane. A bronze tablet on Maiden Lane 

corner City Hall tells its object. 

The State Museum of Natural History 
Museums in Geological Hall, the museum of Mili- 
tary Trophies and curios on the second 
floor of the Capitol, and the valuable collections in 
the Medical College are open to visitors for inspec- 
tion and study. The building at Broadway and 
State street occupied by the W. U. telegraph com- 
pany is called the Museum Building because it was 
used as a place of amusement from 1831 to 1855. 

„ ,. , Eagle street between Jay and Lan- 

Medical *^ . 

caster streets. Is the medical depart- 

College . r ri • TT • U Tt '\A' 

ment or Union University. Building 
erected for public school purposes 1817; college 
incorporated 1839; building purchased 1877. The 
museum is considered one of the best. It contains 
many rare specimens collected by Drs. March, 
Armsby, MacNaughton, Haskins, Vander Veer and 
others; is especially rich in embryology, hipjoint 
disease, skulls and brain casts, skeletons, mannikins 
and models. One interesting object is the mum- 
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mified body of Calvin Edson, the famous ^'living 
skeleton," who died aged 45 years in 1833 and 
weighed 45 pounds. 

There has been no lack of newspapers 

Newspapers in the city since the first (the Gazette) 

was issued in 1771. The leading 

papers now are: 

Evening Journal, republican, office on State street. 
Times-Union, evening, Ind. Dem., office at Beaver and 

Green streets. 
The Argus, morning, Dem.. office at Broadway and 

Beaver streets. 
Press-Knickerbocker-Express, morning. Ind. Dem., 

office on Beaver street. 

There are also two evening German papers — 
Freie Blaetter and Herold.. 

A handsome building on Willet street 
Normal . ,t^i ti 11 

trontine^ the rark. Is the oldest insti- 
CoUege .... 

tution of its kind in the State. Estab- 
lished by Legislature 1844; was then at 119 State 
street; in 1849 located at Lodge and Howard 
streets; in 1885 moved to present site. 

A fine building for astronomical pur- 
Observ- ^ ^ 

poses, called The Dudley Observatory, 

is located on Lake avenue, west of the 

city proper. Take Pine Hills car. Institution for- 
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merly was on hi^h ground in North Albany but 
exposed to jar of passin<^ trains; incorporated 1852 ; 
opened by American Academy of Science 1856; 
present biiildinjT^ occupied 1893. It contains the 
Olcott merdian circle (one of the finest and best 
known in the world); the Pruyn equatorial tele- 
scope (a 12-inch glass) equipped for photography; 
several smaller telescopes; a Scheutz calculating 
engine (one of the only two ever made) and clocks, 
chronographs, etc. The entire equipment is 

thoroughly adapted to the requirements of modern 
research. Sustained by an endowment and under 
supervision of a board of trustees; open daily 
except Sunday; Tuesday evenings only (on applica- 
tion to the director, Prof. Boss.) 

^,_ This popular and powerful order 

Udd 

„ „ owns a handsome temple at Lodge 

Fellows ^ . *^ 

and Howard streets. It is the head- 
quarters of 14 subordinate lodges and two encamp- 
ments. 



-,,_ A favorite German Wirthschaft on 

Old TT 1 11 

Hudson avenue, opposite the park 
between Broadway and (jreen street, 
frequented by musicians and literary men. 
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_,_ Most of the ancient historic houses 

„ have been razed to make way for 

Houses 

modern improvements, but the few that 
remain are well preserved and full of interest. 
There is the famous Schuyler mansion at the 
head of Schuyler street (erected 1762); the old 
Ten Broeck mansion in the grounds bounded by 
Livingston avenue, Ten Broeck street and Ten 
Broeck place, built by Genl. Abraham Ten Broeck 
1798, now the property of Mr. Dudley Olcott; 
the old Prentice mansion with its handsome grounds 
at Kenwood and its massive gateway surmounted 
by sculptured lions. Across the river is the cele- 
brated Fort Crailo where "Yankee Doodle'* is said 
to have been written. It was built about 1642 by 
Kiliaen Van Rensselaer, the original Patroon; 
changed into a dwelling house 1704 by his grand- 
son Hendrick; enlarged 1740 by his great-grandson 
Col. Johannes. Is now a sturdy three story build- 
ing which the Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion propose to make into a headquarters and 
museum. Crailo was originally named after an 
estate in Holland. A stone in the cellar is 
inscribed "KVR 1642," and another '*Do. Mega- 
polensis. " Over the north door is the inscription 
'*JVR 1740." It was the first home of the Van 
Rensselaer family in America and is the oldest con- 
tinuously inhabited (dwelling in the U. S. 



58 ALBANY ' 

No city of its size has more attractive 
Parks parks than Albany, and the visitor will 
find them easy of access. The largest 
and most popular is Washington Park, 90 acres, 
created by law 1869 from old Washington parade 
ground and old State street burial grounds. Con- 
tains about 3 miles of beautiful drives, 6 miles of 
shady walks, and has a pretty lake covering about 
6 acres. Special features are the noble elms, 
admirable landscape effects, handsome shrubbery 
and beautiful flowers, rustic shelters, an attractive 
lake house, the King fountain, the Burns monument, 
a statue of Ceres and the Armsby memorial bust. 
Other parks are: 

Academy, about 2 acres, in front Albany academy. 
Bleecker, about 16,000 square feet in front Catholic 

cathedral, contains first public fountain erected in the 

city, the gift of William Fleming, dedicated 1863. 
Beaver, about 80 acres, bounded by Delaware and Park 

avenues and Morton street, created by law 1892. 
Beverwyck, about 5 acres, bounded by Washington 

avenue, Ontario and Partridge streets. 
Capitol, about 100,000 square feet, in front of the Capitol. 
Clinton, about 16,000 square feet, Clinton avenue and 

North Pearl street. 
Hudson Avenue, about 10,000 square feet, Hudson 

avenue and Liberty street. 
St. Joseph's about 43,000 square feet, adjoining St. 

Joseph's church. 
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Townsend, about 20,000 square feet, intersection Wash- 
ington and Central avenues. 

Van Rensselaer, about 42,000 square feet. Ten Broeck 
and Second streets. 

The city also has a fine Boulevard system con- 
taining about 3 miles of high-class driveway. 

_ . A strikini>" structure and c^rounds on 

Peni- 

, ,. Knox street south of Madison avenue, 

tentiary ^ 1 , 1 • 1 

CJpened 1840 and has a record in the 

annals of successful institutions of the kind. Open 

to visitors; take line Hills car. 

The galleries of the city have taken 
Photographs prizes in the contests of the world. 
There are many places where the visitor 
can secure the attention of photographic experts, 
the best known galleries being Pirie MacDonald 
on Broadway near Maiden Lane, and the Art Union 
on North Pearl street. Cameras are for sale and 
supplies for amateurs and the use of dark rooms 
can be had at stores on Broadway and North Pearl 
streets. 

_ ,. The heaclcjuarters of the excellent 

Police 

force that guards the city are in 
the City Building at South Pearl and Howard 
streets. 
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A public Children's Playground was 

established in Beaver Park by the 
ground ,, , ^i , • , r 

Mothers Club in the summer of 1900. 

It opened July 16 with much promise of popularity. 

In Government Building at foot of 

Post-OfELce State street on Broadway. Dates back 

to 1783, but tradition says there was a 

postoffice in Albany in 1775. First P. O. was on 

east side of Broadway just above Maiden Lane. 

The city is an important railroad cen- 

Railroads ter and is known commercially as ^*The 

Albany Gateway," for the reason that 

so much of the general traffic east and west passes 

through here. (See Depots.) 

A permanent well-equipped range is 
Rifle Range located at Rensselaerwyck, reached by 
Belt Line trains. It is almost daily 
patronized by the experts of the vicinity. 

Albany's water supply is partly 
Reservoirs (2-3) filtered and partly (1-3) from 
storage reservoirs fed by country brooks. 
The filtered water is distributed from Bleecker 
reservoir (built 1850, repaired 1898, at Clinton 
avenue and Ontario street, capacity 30,000,000 
gallons) and Prospect Hill reservoir (built 1875, 
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on N. Y. C. avenue, capacity 7,500,000 gallons). 
The storage reservoirs are Rensselaer Lake (the 
*'six mile waterworks") built 1850, capacity 125,- 
000,000 gallons; Russell Road reservoir, built 
1888, capacity 28,000,000 gallons; Sand Creek 
reservoir, built 1888, capacity 17,000,000 gallons; 
Maezlandtkill reservoir, built about 1800, capacity 
about 225,000 gallons daily, which goes to the 
new Tivoli reservoir. The Tivoli, which also is for 
storage purposes has a capacity of 19,000,000 
gallons. The city requires about i 7, 500,000 gallons 
daily. The hydrant pressure for fire purposes is 
25 to 90 pounds per square inch. 

Mostly on Broadway and State street 
Restaurants and easy to reach. The largest, and 
the only one open day and night, is 
Keeler's on Broadway at Maiden Lane, which 
is a general favorite with travelers. Others are 
the Ten Eyck, Stanwix Hall and Keeler's on State 
street. 

A modern fire-proof and burglar- 

^ .^ proof-building- for storing- valuables 
Deposit ^ , ?/r • 1 T 1 T 1 

stands at Maiden Lane and Lodge 

streets. Business begun 1883; present building 

opened 1893. 
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The city's educational institutions 

Schools rank among the best in the country. 

The public school system includes 25 

primary schools and a high school. There also are 

numerous private, professional and church schools. 

The best known are: 

Albany (Boys') Academy, fronting Academy park, 
incorporated 1 8 13; present building occupied 1817. 

Brothers' Academy, Lodge and Howard streets. 

Business College, North Pearl street, founded 1857. 

College of Pharmacy, in Medical College. 

Female Academy. 155 Washington avenue, oldest 
educational institution in the city; founded 18 14; in- 
corporated 1821 ; originally occupied massive building 
on North Pearl street. 

High School, Eagle and Columbia streets formerly the 
Free Academy in old Van Vechten Hail on State 
street, near Eagle. Opened there Sept. 1868, after 
much opposition; grew rapidly and came under Re- 
gents and changed name 1873; present building 
erected 1876 on old reservoir site. 

Law School, State street, above Swan. Organized 185 1 ; 
Law Department Union University. 

Medical College, Medical Department Union University. 

Sacred Heart Academy, Kenwood. 

St. Agnes School, Elk street. Founded by Bishop 
Doane 1870; opened 1872; is part of the Corning 
foundation for Christian work ( incorporated 187 1 ). 

State Normal College, Willett street. 
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• The original Shaker settlement in 
Shakeis America, where Mother Ann Lee who 

founded the sect is buried, is at the 
terminus of the Shaker road, about 7 miles from 
the city. It is a pleasant drive and an interesting 
place to visit. 

Women travelers will find the Shop- 
Shopping ping District located on North Pearl 
street. Clothing, furs and "Gents 
Furnishings" also may be found on Broadway, 
State and South Pearl streets and Maiden Lane. 



There is nothin"" of the kind to 
Slums . , , . . '^ , -. 

induce the visitor to employ a police 

guide in order to safely see squalor and misery. 

All athletic sports are in great favor 
Sports in the city. Rowing clubs, a canoe 
club, a yacht club; a social, athletic and 
riding club (The Country Club), the Ridgefield 
athletic club and a number of other associations 
for similar purposes exist. If a visitor is more 
'*sporty" than athletic, a quiet talk with his hotel 
clerk will furnish him with information as to the 
location of the haunts of Fortune. The city is 
liberal but above all orderly. 
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As practically the head of river navi- 

Steamboats gation Albany once had a creditable 

system of docks and piers and will 

have again. The lines of most interest to the 

traveler are: 

Day boats, steamers New York and Albany, leave from 
dock just above Steamboat square daily (except Sun- 
day) at 8:30 A. M. stopping at principal points along 
river, reaching New York 5 :3o. 

Night boats, steamers Adirondack and Dean Richmond, 
leave daily (except Sunday) from Steamboat square 
at 8 p. M. 

Newburgh line, steamers Tremper and Martin, from 
foot Hamilton street, 8 a. m. 

Catskill line, steamer Osinning from foot Hamilton 
street, 3 p. m. 

New Baltimore line, steamer Alice May, from foot Ham- 
ilton street, 10:30 a. m. and 5 p. m. 

Castleton line, steamer Evans, from foot State street 
(on the pier) makes number trips daily, beginning 
8:30 A. M. See time table in newspapers. 

Troy line, steamers Whitney, Frear, Carr, Sanford, 
from foot Maiden Lane, every half hour. 

No rule or regularity was followed 
Streets in laying out the first Albany thorough- 
fares. The original streets were State 
(called Yonkers), Broadway (called Handelaar), and 
Pearl. There is an unfortunate tendency to sub- 
stitute something new for the old historic names 
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which are shown by bronze tablets at the intersec- 
tions of the more notable thoroughfares. Some of 
these tablets are: 

On Broadway front government building, near State 
street. Inscription: '* This is Broadway, formerly in 
succession Handelaar (or Traders), Gourt and Market 
streets." 

At Washington avenue and Park place. Inscription: 
"Washington avenue, formerly King then Lion 
street." 

At corner Hamilton and South Pearl streets. Inscrip- 
tion: "Hamilton street, formerly Kilbey Lane." 

At State and Dean streets (on government building) 
Inscription: " Dean street, formerly Dock street." 

On Old Museum corner. Inscription: State street, 
formerly Yonkers or Gentlemen's street." 

On Mechanics and Farmer's bank. Inscription: "James 
street, formerly Middle Lane." 

At State and Eagle streets. Inscription : " Eagle street, 
formerly Duke street." 

On north side government building. Inscription: 
" Exchange street, formerly " Mark Lane." 

On Beaver block. Inscription: Norton street, for- 

merly Store street." 

At corner Franklin and Madison avenue : Inscription : 
' ' Franklin srreet, formerly Frelinghuysen street. " 

At Clinton avenue and North Pearl street. Inscription : 

" Clinton avenue, formerly Patroon street. North of 
this street was the " Old Colonic ! " 

On south side Dutch Reformed church. Inscription: 
" Monroe street, formerly Van Schaick street." 
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A variety of Albany souvenirs can be 

Souvenirs purchased by the traveler. Many 

jewelry stores sell handsome souvenir 

spoons, and the book and stationery stores have 

plaques and many other articles The souvenir 

stand at the Capitol also has a large variety. 

The marble building on Eagle street 
St«te House fronting Academy park. Completed 
1842; renovated and elevator put in 
1898. Attracts engineers and architects by its 
simple and satisfactory construction and the remarka- 
ble stairway which remains. Has been set aside 
by the legislature for a State Museum. 

Both the Western Union and the 
Postal companies have their offices at 
the foot of State street, nearly opposite 



Telegraph 
Offices 



each other. 



Telephone 
Building 



The handsome structure at Maiden 
Lane and Chapel street houses the 
management of one of the best equipped 
services in the State. 65 per cent of the 15,000 
miles of wire are underground. This exchange 
established 1878, was the third in existence. The 
proportion of telephones to population is i to 38, 
the largest in the State, and exceeded by only one 
city in the country. 
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Those particularly concerned are 
Theaters referred for highly interesting details 
about Albany theatres to Phelps' ^* Play- 
ers of a Century: A Record of the Albany Stage." 
The principal theatres now are : 

Harmanus Bleecker Hall. Washington avenue near Lark 
street, built as a memorial to Harmanus Bleecker, 
owned by Y. M. A., opened Oct. 9, 1889, remodeled 
1898, fireproof and up-to-date, seats 1,800. 

Leland Opera House, South Pearl street, between Hud- 
son avenue and Beaver street, built on site of old 
theater erected 1824; Academy of; Music opened on 
this site by John M. Trimble 1863, burned January 
29, 1868; rebuilt and reopened Dec. 30, 1869; seats 
1,000. 

Empire Theater, State street above Pearl street. Built 
1898 and opened Sept. 12 that year; seats 1,200. 

Green street ( Gaiety ) theater, Green street. Occupies 
site of first theater in Albany; opened January 18, 
1813; became a church 1819; re-opened as theater 
July 5, 1852; became concert hall where Ada Isaacs 
Menken first appeared as Mazeppa ; was next a busi- 
ness house ; now a variety theater. Chiefly patronized 
by men. 



The beautiful valley of the Normans- 

^ ^^ kill, made famous by Longfellow's 

Tawasenth^ ,,^_, , ,, r ^^ r , 

Hiawatha; four miles from the city; 

a favorite drive. 
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Three steel bridges span the valleys 
Viaducts in various parts of the city — Hawk 
street (length 986 feet, opened 1890); 
Knox street (length 759 feet, opened 1898); 
Northern Boulevard (length 653 feet, opened 
1896). The ** Broadway viaduct" is for railroad 
use only. 

„ , The administration buildincf is on 

Quackenbush street just below Broad- 
way, where also are located the great 
pumping engines. (See Filters and Reservoirs.) 

Weather j^ the tower of the Government Build- 
Bureau ing at foot of State street. It is a well 
equipped and valuable station. 

A suburb where are located the great 
repair shops and other buildings of the 
Central Railroad. It once was one of 
the largest cattle markets in the country. 

Located in part of Harmanus Bleecker 

Y. M. A. Hall where are its library and paintings. 

The oldest institution of its kind in 

the United States; founded 1833; incorporated 

1835. (See Public Hall.) 



1 
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This very popular institution has its 
Y. M.'C. A. administration building at North Pearl 
and Steuben streets; the Railroad branch 
well housed on Broadway and a fine building at 
West Albany. Organized March 23, 1857. A 
tablet at the entrance of the Pearl street building is 
inscribed: 

This building is the gift of James B. Jerma'n to the 
Young Men's Christian Association of the city of 
Albany. The site is the gift of citizens. Corner 
stone laid Sept. 20, 1886. Building dedicated Sept. 22, 

1887. 

It is very thoroughly equipped with library, 
reading rooms, a lecture hall, a large gymnasium, 
baths, etc. 

Occupies building at Lodge and 
Y. W. C. A. Steuben steets, in which are pleasant 
parlors, reading rooms and a few guest 
chambers for the accommodation of women stran- 
gers in town. 
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ADDENDA 



BOOKS ABOUT ALBANY 

The Albany Bicentennial: Historical Memoirs. 
1888. 

The History of the City of Albany. A. J. Weise, 

1884. 

History of Albany and Schenectady Counties. 
Howell-Tenney, 1886. 

Public Parks of the City of Albany. 1892. 

The Capital Centenary. 1897. 

The New Albany, 1892-3. 

Aniials of Albany. Joel Munsell, i86g. 

Collections on the History of Albany. Joel 
Munsell, 1871. 

Players of a Century: A Record of the Albany 
Stage. H. P. Phelps, 1880. 

The Albany Rural Cemetery. H. P. Phelps, 
1893. 

Landmarks of Albany County. A. J. Parker, 
1897. 

Settlement and Early History of Albany. William 
Barnes, 1 8 5 i . 

History of St. Peter's Church, 1900. 

Reminiscences of Albany. J. J. Hill, 1884. 

Albany Handbook. H. P. Phelps, 1884. 



ALBANY 7 1 

Albany. Its place in the history of the U. S. 
Berthold Fernow, 1884. 

Albany Illustrated, 1891. 

There also are many monographs, histories of 
churches and other buildings, etc. 

PRIVATE COLLECTIONS 

Charles J. Buchanan, large historical library. 

^GeoT^e G. Davidson, Albaniana. 

William E. Fitch, Masonic Books (many rare 
volumes). 

Charles M. Lang, Sketches by Old Masters. 

J. Townsend Lansing, paintings (landscapes). 

James H. Manning, Coins, autographs, medals, 
Zuni pottery, photographs of celebrities. 

John G. Mills, Autographs, coins. 

G. Douglass Miller, Antiquities. 

Wm. L. Learned, extensive library of general 
literature. 

W. H. Paddock, Books on Hamlet, raie prints 
and busts illustrating the character. 

Jesse C. Potts, Coins and medals (very fine col- 
lection). 

Charles L. Pruyn, Oriental pottery, bronzes and 
lacquers. 

Robert C. Pruyn, Japanese Ivories. (One of the 
largest and finest collections in existence; over 800 
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pieces representing all the great artists; collected by 
Robert H. Pruyn while resident in Tokio as Minis- 
ter to Japan, 1862-64.) 

W. J. Hillis, large collection Napoleana. 

Dean Sage, Books on Angling (Finest collection 
in America). Also works of Charles Lamb. 

The library of the late N. C. Moak, noted for its 
Shakspereana and dramatic collections is still in- 
tact at the family residence. 

John Boyd Thacher, Incunabula, autographs. 

James Ten Eyck, China, coins (one of the best 
collections in the country), medals, Masonic books. 

Mrs. R. L. Banks, Mrs. Dr. Merrill, Dr, J. 
Benton Tipton, John Skinner, Stamps. 

Dr. S. B. Ward, Etchings and rare engravings. 

Fine specimens of historic and family china are 
possessed by Mrs. A. B. Banks, Mrs. Edward 
Bowditch, Mrs. William Barnes, Jr., Mrs. James 
Kidd, Mrs. Charles R. Skinner, Mrs. Catherine Gan- 
sevort Lansing, Miss Susan Y. Lansing, Miss 
Cornelia Kane Rathbun, Mrs. J. H. TenEyck, Mrs. 
W. B. Van Rensselaer, Mrs. C. G. Van Rensselaer, 
Mrs. Teunis Van Vechten, Mrs. J. F. Rathbone, 
Mr. A. J. Parker, Jr., Mr. George L. Schuyler and 
others. There also is much in the way of fine old 
silver, glass, furniture, books, prints and ivories, 
and many valuable paintings. 
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In St. Peter's church there is a magnificent old 
silver communion ^service dated 1712, the gift of 
Queen Anne. The First Reformed church has a 
pulpit, hour glass and bible (date 1730) that were 
brought from Holland. 

* This sei vice consist of six massive pieces, each bearing 
the royal arms and the inscription: "The Gift of Her Majesty 
Ann, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France and Ire- 
land and of Her Plantations, in North America, Queen, to 
Her Indian Chappel of the Onondawgus. " 

No such chipel was erected, and the plate was given into 
the custody of St. Peter's church, which was the chapel for all 
the Indians of the Province except the Mohawks, where it re- 
mained. 
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